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Dear Students and Parents,  
 

As members of the C.E. Williams Middle School family, 

students are expected to continue practicing reading skills throughout the 

summer months with the support of their parents. We strive to create a 

summer reading program that will foster a love of reading.  Studies show a 

strong correlation between good readers and higher grades and higher test 

scores.  The more you read, the more successful you will be!  C.E. Williams 

wants to ensure each student’s success, and summer reading is an integral 

step toward that success.  

In this booklet you will find the following: 

1) The instructions for reading and connecting with the books this 

summer for all grade levels (pages 3 & 4) 

2) An example to help you know what we are looking for in the 

connections (page 5)   

3) The Connections Forms (page 6-8), to be filled out for each book read (if 

more space is required than the half sheet then use another page and 

attach it to the form). 

Each C. E. Williams student must read three books.  For each book read you 

will fill out a Connections Form.  All three books must be appropriate for the 

student’s interest and reading level.  All three book forms will be turned in to 

your ELA teacher by Friday, August 30, 2019.  

Parents: We do not guarantee all titles are good books for every middle school 

student and believe it is the parents’ responsibility to help their children select 

the books read during the summer. To help you find middle grade books visit 

the SCASL website-- http://www.scasl.net/junior-book-award.  These books 

are selected by librarians and students across South Carolina and are in a 

variety of genres.  

http://www.scasl.net/junior-book-award-resources
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Students:  Additional forms and resources can be found on the school’s 

webpage, http://williams.ccsdschools.com/students/summer_reading/.  

Meanwhile, READ and enjoy your summer!  

The Charleston County Public Library has good collection of books for middle 

school reads.  See any Teen Librarian at the CCPL branch near you for 

recommendations. 

Don’t forget the online materials that Charleston County School District provides 

for each student.   Use your “MyPortal Login” from this past year to login into the 

Clever Icon to access the digital books on MackinVia. 

Contact  Camellia_Harris@charleston.k12.sc.us if you are having trouble accessing 

these resources. 

Mustang Reading Roundups- the CE Williams Media Center will be open for 

two Mustang Reading Roundups this summer. This is your opportunity to check 

out books you need and to have your questions answered. Come by and see us on 

either date or both to get your Summer Reading books! 

*Tuesday, July 18, 4:30 to 7 PM  

*Wednesday, August 7, 8 AM to 4 PM 

 

*You are REQUIRED to read three novels--and complete a Summer Reading 

Connections Form on each of the books you read. 

Don’t forget to fill out a Connections Form while reading each of 

your books.  You may use this reading in the CCPL & CCSD Reading 

Contest.  Ask Ms. Harris for details if you missed the demonstration 

at the end of the school year. 

  

http://williams.ccsdschools.com/students/summer_reading/
mailto:Camellia_Harris@charleston.k12.sc.us
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Your Reading Connections 

Reading is about making connections to what you read.  There are three basic 

types of connections.  Text-to-Self, Text-to-Text, and Text-to-World. 

Text-to-Self (T-S) is anything that connects your personal experiences to the text 

you are reading.  They can be feelings, questions, and/or thoughts.  Examples:   

* I felt the same way as… 

*This reminded me of a time when…           

*I would not have reacted the way this character did because… 

* One time, my family… 

 

Text-to-Text (T-T) is anything that connects from the current text you are reading 

to other texts you have read.  Examples:   

*This character reminds me of _____ in the novel ______ because…  

 *This style of writing is similar to…  

*The author’s purpose in this text reminds me of…  

*I see cause and effect in this piece like… 

 

Text-to-World (T-W) is anything that connects to what you already know about the 

real world. Examples:   

*This reminds me of the event…  

*Historically…  

*In another culture or country this happened and… 

 

One Example Connection Form has been provided for you (page 5).   

 

The last pages of this booklet are the blank forms.  If your student needs more 

room to write, then you can find a full page of the form on the Summer Reading 

page of the school’s website 

http://williams.ccsdschools.com/students/summer_reading/  or use a separate 

piece of paper and attach to the form. 

 

http://williams.ccsdschools.com/students/summer_reading/
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Student Name:_____EXAMPLE_______________  2019-20 Grade level___ 

Connections Form 

Directions:  For each book you are required to have five connections. You must make at 

least one of each type of connection: Text-to-Self, Text-to-Text, and Text-to-World 

Connection.  The other two connections are your choice. Use another piece of paper and 

attach, if you need more space to write your sentences. 

Title of Book___Restart_____ Author___Gordon Korman_____ # or pages 243 

Pg # Quote from Book Type of 
Connection 
(T-S, T-T, or 

T-W) 

Your Connection in 3-5 
complete sentences. 
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“It’s the craziest feeling.  I remember 
how to remember, but when I actually 
try to do it, I’m a blank.” 

T-T I have read a detective series where the main 
character, William Monk, has a similar problem in 
that he can’t remember even what he looks like. It 
was very interesting because he could only learn 
about himself through others perception, but he 
was missing his own thoughts. I wonder how this 
author will incorporate the idea of starting over in 
this story. 

 
8 
 

“Mom is horrified. ‘Stop it, Frank! He has 
a concussion!’ The man—my father?—
lets me go, but he’s defiant. ‘Ambrose 
men can take a few licks, Tina. You’re 
talking about an all-county running 
back.” 

T-W 
This is an example of the typical stereotype of the 
mother and father in our culture.  Mother is concerned 
for the health of her child.  While the father dismisses the 
hurt in order to show how “manly” he and his boys are.  
We’ve already had an indication that the oldest boy does 
not measure up to the father’s physical standards. Will 
this stereotype for either parent change?  How does it 
affect Chase?  

 
15 
 

“Before you knew it, Joel was the school 
victim and the school joke.  His life was 
practically unbearable.  Who do you 
blame?” 

T-W 
Unfortunately, the second chapter reveals that Chase has 
been a really rotten guy and has bullied along with his 
two friends another boy, Joel.  Bullying is a reality in 
schools, whether we like it or not.  We try to catch the 
bullies and teach everyone to report if they have seen an 
incident, but it is the reality is hard to solve.  And 
therefore, hard to fix blame to just one person.  I wonder 
how Chase is going to react when he finds out. 

 
 
27 

“You have the chance to rebuild yourself 
from the ground up, to make a 
completely fresh start. Don’t squander 
it!” 

T-S 
I wonder what I would change if I was able to start over.  
But this occurrence is different because the main 
character has no memory so no regrets.  It is a blank 
slate, but will the character slide into the same habits, 
emotional reactions, and friendships that he has had 
before?  What is going to make him different this time 
around? 

  
31 
 

“So there I am in the middle of the 
cafeteria…” 

T-S 
There have been so many TV shows and movies set in the 
cafeteria that this sentence took me to some of those 
places where the super cool students make fun of the 
nerdy students.  Shows like “Life Goes On” with the 
family where both teenagers are going to the same high 
school.  Or “Joan of Arcadia” where God speaks to an 
ordinary freshmen in high school and there were many 
scenes set in the cafeteria.  It is a very good place for the 
author to have real interactions between students. 
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Student Name:____________________    2019-20 Grade level_____ 

Connections Form 

Directions:  For each book you are required to have five connections. You must make at least one 

of each type of connection: Text-to-Self, Text-to-Text, and Text-to-World Connection.  The other 

two connections are your choice. Use another piece of paper & attach, if you need more space to 

write your sentences. 

Title of Book________________  Author________________ # or pages ___ 

 

Pg # Quote from Book Type of 
Connection 
(T-S, T-T, or 

T-W) 

Your Connection in 3-5 
complete sentences. 
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Student Name:____________________    2019-20 Grade level____ 

Connections Form 

Directions:  For each book you are required to have five connections. You must make at least 

one of each type of connection: Text-to-Self, Text-to-Text, and Text-to-World Connection.  The 

other two connections are your choice. Use another piece of paper and attach, if you need more 

space to write your sentences. 

Title of Book________________  Author________________ # or pages ___ 

Pg # Quote from Book Type of 
Connection 
(T-S, T-T, or 

T-W) 

Your Connection in 3-5 
complete sentences. 
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Student Name:____________________    2019-20 Grade level______ 

Connections Form 

Directions:  For each book you are required to have five connections. You must make at least 

one of each type of connection: Text-to-Self, Text-to-Text, and Text-to-World Connection.  The 

other two connections are your choice. Use another piece of paper and attach, if you need 

more space to write your sentences. 

Title of Book________________  Author________________ # or pages ___ 

Pg # Quote from Book Type of 
Connection 
(T-S, T-T, or 

T-W) 

Your Connection in 3-5 
complete sentences. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 

   

 


